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Beyond SCOTUS:
Mountains Beyond Mountains

Jerry Goldman, Director
The Oyez Project at Chicago-Kent College of Law
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The Oyez Project: where we stand now
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Class of 1957
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Traffic & Growth
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last 12 months
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★ 17 million page views

last 12 months
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★ 17 million page views

★ 3.2 million unique visitors

last 12 months
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★ 17 million page views

★ 3.2 million unique visitors

★ 7.2 million visits

last 12 months
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★ 17 million page views

★ 3.2 million unique visitors

★ 7.2 million visits

★ visits +8 percent year-over-year

last 12 months
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Affordable Care Act
a“Deep Dive”approach
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Videos
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lower court audio
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improved functionality--front end

Wednesday, October 3, 12



improved functionality--back end
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Apps
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creating
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playing
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playing
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re-purposing
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re-purposing
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Speaker Identification
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speaker identification
11Khz WAV Aligned CHA

WAV Segments

HCopy/HVite Scripts

Using the Hidden Markov Model Toolkit, 
these scripts produce “scores” for each 

of 8 speaker models for each WAV 
segment

http://htk.eng.cam.ac.uk

Model for BREY00001: SP1
Model for CONN00001: SP2

...

Highest Score “Wins”

Method developed by LDC 
at UPenn

http://www.ldc.upenn.edu

Segment BREY00001 Segment CONN00001
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identify (created by Jeff Parsons)
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The Jiahong Yuan challenge
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what’s next?
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The circuit circus
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Federal courts of appeals
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2011 ☞ 7600 oral hearings x 30 min/hearing
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★ 3800 hours v. 75 hours

★ 3 judges/case v. 9 justices/case

★ 167+ judge voices v. 9 justice voices

★ more regional & foreign accents
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state high courts
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2009 ☞ 82,000 cases

(assume 50 percent argued)
(assume 30 min per case)

20,500 hours
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panel size varies from 5 to 9 judges
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challenges
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Outdated and inconsistent archiving
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proprietary audio formats (Real, wma)
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proprietary audio formats (Real, wma)

recording audio (low bitrate mp3)
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No transcripts
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Variable speaker characteristics
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projects and solutions
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speech to text
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manual  v. auto speaker identification
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some grand ideas
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linked data
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sentiment
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jgoldman@oyez.org

@oyez
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