


Methods and Research
Questions

* How does what a listener believes about
someone influence how they hear that

person’s speech!?

* What speech forms do different people use,
and what predicts these forms? = new

technology
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The NEAR-SQUARE merger is led by young
females from lower socioeconomic groups

Prediction:

If a listener believes a speaker is from this
group (and therefore likely to merge) they
may be less accurate at identifying tokens of

NEAR and SQUARE
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Ambiguity

...an hour on Sunday.



Ambiguity

...through the storm.
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...through the storm.
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...through the storm.
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