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This manual describes some of the additional policy developed by the Penn Treebank during the annotation
of the Switchboard corpus (1995-1996). Tt is intended in general to extend the Treebank II Bracketing
Guidelines, rather than replace them. However, some policy has been changed and in those cases, this
manual contains the most recent decisions. The first section describes some new dash-tags. The second
section describes Treebank policy for bracketing the “dysfluencies” which abound in speech. It is based
on Treebank dysfluency policy which is described in Dysfluency Annotation Stylebook for the Switchboard
Corpus. Syntactic constructions which occur in speech but not in writing are described in Section 3, New
syntactic constructions.

1 New Dash-tags

There are 3 new dash-tags being used in conjunction with Treebank II for bracketing Switchboard.

1. -UNF

This tag marks unfinished constituents. It is added to the lowest constituent that can be labelled with
confidence.

( (s (NP-SBJ it)
(VP-UNF ’s)

I:I_S))

( (s (Wp-sSBJ-1 I)

(VP happen
(s (NP-SBJ *-1)
(VP to
(VP live
(ADVP-LOC (ADVP not too far)
away
(PP-UNF from))))))
N_S))
2. -ETC

This tag marks a special construction, which is extremely common in speech, in which a conjunct of
the type ‘or anything’, ‘and whatever’, ‘and everything else’ ends (usually) the sentence. Rather than
use the UCP (unlike conjoined phrase) continually for this, we simply allow unlike conjoined phrases
of this type, but tag the second conjunct -ETC.

( (s (NP-SBJ I)
(VP have
(NP no idea
(SBAR (WHADVP-2 how long)
(s (NP-SBJ-1 this)
(VP is
(VP supposed
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(S (NP-SBJ *-1)
(VP to
(VP (VP last
(ADVP-TMP *T*-2))
or
(NP-ETC anything))))))))))

ﬁ_s))

3. -IMP

In Treebank II, imperatives are not specially marked, except by the presence of an empty subject
(NP-SBJ *). In Switchboard, imperatives will be marked with the dash-tag -IMP on the S label, and
main clauses with empty subjects will be reserved for main clauses with no (i.e. small pro) subjects.

Imperative:

( (S-IMP (NP-SBJ *)
(VP let
(s (NP-SBJ ’s)
(VP do
(NP (NP something)
(ADVP else)))))

ﬁ_s))

Subjectless clause:

( (s (NP-SBJ *-1)
(ADVP probably)
(VP need
(S (NP-SBJ-1 *-2)
(VP to
(VP try
(S (NP-SBJ-2 *)
(VP to
(VP get
(ADVP-CLR back)
(PP-PRD on

(NP the topic)))))))))

E_S))
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2 Bracketing dysfluencies

2.1 “Sentence” units

The E_S, N_S notation is used to indicate complete and incomplete “sentences” as given by the dysfluency
annototion. These may be ignored at the bracketing stage at the discretion of the annotator. When this
is done, the E_S or N_S is treated as punctuation and attached as high as possible. If a sentence has been
wrongly divided across a turn at the dysfluency stage, it is not possible for the annotators to correct it, and
thus it may remain as an error.

( (FRAG but

(INTJ uh)
N_S
(NP (NP (ADVP just about)
any kind)
(PP of
(NP music)))

ﬁ_s))

( (sQ (EDITED (sQ Is
(NP-SBJ-UNF i-)))
N_S
(EDITED (RM [)
(SQ-UNF are)

(IP +))
are
(RS 1)
(NP-SBJ they)

(ADJP-PRD good)
>

é_S))
2.2 Individual words and phrases

e Fillers

Fillers such as uh, um, etc. are bracketed (INTJ uh).

( (s (INTJ Um)
(INTJ well)
(NP-SBJ you)

(VP talked
(PP about
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EINTJ uh)
ENP volcanos)))
ﬁ_S))

e Editing terms

Editing terms, extremely commonly I mean but sometimes also ezcuse me and a few other things,
are labelled PRN. Within the PRN brackets these are bracketed as complete sentences. The usually
present following comma is enclosed within the PRN.

( (s (PRN (S (NP-SBJ I)
(VP mean))
))
(NP-SBJ they)
(VP do
(VP generate
(NP (NP a lot)
(PP of
(NP soot)))))
E_S))

e Discourse markers

Most discourse markers, like fillers, are labelled INTJ. This includes the extremely common well and
like, but also occasional others like now, see, say, actually, anyway, etc.

( (s (INTJ Well)

(NP-SBJ it)
(VP ’s
(ADJP-PRD hard
(SBAR (WHNP-1 0)
(S (NP-SBJ *)
(VP to
(VP say
(WP *T*-1)))))))

ﬁ_s))

The discourse marker you know is labelled PRN like editing terms and is bracketed inside the PRN
with the preceding and following commas (if present) enclosed.

( (FRAG and
(PRYN ,
(s (NP-SBJ you)
(VP know))
»)
(NP spots)

(PP-LOC (ADVP all)
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over
(NP them))

ﬁ_s))

So can be either a discourse marker or a conjunction. As a discourse marker it is labelled INTJ, as a
conjunction it is unlabelled.

( (sQ (INTJ So)

Have
(NP-SBJ you)
(VP heard
(PP about
(NP Saturms)))
»

ﬁ_s))

( (s so
(NP-SBJ we)
(vp ’11
(VP pick
(PRT up)
(NP that)))

ﬁ_s))

Combinations of INTJs like oh really, oh yeah, etc. are each labelled individually as INTJ and the
highest label is also INTJ.

( (INTJ (INTJ Oh)
EINTJ really)
ﬁ_s))

( (INTJ (INTJ oh)
(INTJ yeah)

ﬁ_S))

e Conjunctions

Conjunctions are treated in the traditional way; that is, they are left bare if they are a single word,
but labelled CONJP when multi-word. Following dysfluency practice, and then and and so are treated
as multi-word conjunctions.

( (S but
(NP-SBJ I)
(ADVP certainly)
(VP work
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(ADVP-LOC near

ﬁ_s))

(NP a city)))

( (S (CONJP and so)

(NP-SBJ the best bet)

(EDITED

(RM [)
(EDITED (RM D)
(ADVP-TMP-UNF any)

(IP +))
(ADVP-TMP-UNF anymo-)

ERS iD]
(IP +))

(NP-TMP these days)

(RS 1)
(VP are

(NP-PRD compact disk))

é_S))

-~

When an entire incomplete sentence is made up of a conjunction (plus perhaps fillers or other junk)

the highest label is S-UNF.

( (S-UNF and

(INTJ uh)

&_S))

( (S-UNF (CONJP and then)

ﬁ_s))

e Continuers and assessors of all types, uh-huh, huh, really, exactly, right, yeah, oh, okay, etc.
labelled INTJ and constitute a “sentence” on their own.

( (INTJ Yeah

é_S))
( (INTJ okay

é_s))

( (INTJ Uh-huh

ﬁ_s))
( (INTJ Right

are
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ﬁ_s))

e Asides
Asides which interrupt the flow of a sentence are fully bracketed inside PRN.

( (SBARQ (WHNP-1 what)
(sq ’s
(NP-SBJ that
(EDITED (RM [)
(ADJP-UNF real)

ZIP +))
(INTJ oh)

(ADJP not real
(s 1)
old)
(PRN
(S (WNP-TPC my wife)
(NP-SBJ she)
(VP is
(ADJP-PRD old)
(ADVP too0)))
))
dancer)
(NP-PRD *T*-1)

EINTJ uh))

é_S))

he lin uistic theory behind restarts is that the speaker on decidin that s he wantsto  so ethin already
uttered oes back one constituent and restarts fro there. or this reason we try to ake restarts sisters
of the replaced constituent and ha e the contain a sin le constituent which is so eti es un nished and
therefore labelled N . here are two proble s with 1 ple entin this approach howe er e actly
what counts as a constituent for restartin is not particularly clear and the way reebank brackets
thin s doesn t always pro ide bracketin at the appropriate le el to do this accurately. e ha e therefore
had to akeso e co pro ises while to the e tent possible keepin the syste both internally consistent
and lin uistically plausible.

e restarts of phrases any label that doesn t start with  are sisters

e restarts of clauses any label that starts with  are e bedded












































































































































































































